IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1 1 and 43-46 so that the claims read as follows: 




1 . (Original) An absorbent garment comprising: 
a body panel having a bodyside surface; and 

an absorbent composite having a garment-side surface, a longitudinally extending length 
and a laterally extending width and comprising a backsheet, a topsheet and a retention portion 
disposed between said packsheet and said topsheet, wherein said garment-side surface of said 
absorbent composite is'connected to said bodyside surface of said body panel along at least a 
longitudinally extending location, and wherein said absorbent composite comprises a 
longitudinally extending side margin extending laterally outboard from said location and 
terminating in a free edge. 



2. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent 
composite comprises a fir^and second longitudinally opposed end regions, and wherein said 
body panel comprises a firs\body panel connected to said first end region and a second body 
panel connected to said second end region, wherein said first and second body panels each 
comprise terminal crotch edge! that are longitudinally spaced apart, and wherein said at least 
said longitudinally extending lobation comprises at least one longitudinally extending first 
location and at least one longitudinally extending second location, wherein said absorbent 
composite is connected to said first body panel along said at least one longitudinally extending 
first location, and wherein said absorbent composite is connected to said second body panel 
along said at least one longitudinally extending second location, and wherein said side margin 
extends laterally outboard from eachvpf said first and second locations. 



3. (Withdrawn) The absorbent Wrment of claim 2 wherein said first body panel 
comprises a first pair of side body panels and wherein said second body panel comprises a 
second pair of side body panels, whereinleach of said side body panels comprises an outboard 
terminal edge and an inboard terminal edge, wherein said at least one first location comprises a 
pair of first locations and wherein said at lrast one second location comprises a pair of second 
locations, and wherein said inboard terminal|edges of each of said first pair of side body panels is 
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attached to said absorbent composite at one of said pairs of said first locations respectively and 
wherein said inboard teraiinal edge of each of said second pair of side body panels is attached to 
said absorbent composite\t one of said pairs of said second locations, and wherein said 
absorbent composite composes opposite side margins extending laterally outboard from each of 
said first and second locations 

4. (Previously Presented) l^ie absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said side margin is 
formed from said backsheet. 

5. (Previously Presented) The al\orbent garment of claim 1 wherein said side margin is 
formed from said topsheet. 

6. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garmermof claim 5 wherein side margin comprises a first 
portion of said topsheet folded over a second pomion of said topsheet, wherein said folded first 
and second portions form a folded edge defining raid free edge of said side margin. 

7. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of cla\ri 6 wherein said side margin further 
comprises a portion of said backsheet disposed between^said first and second portions of said 
topsheet. 

8. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of c^iim 1 wherein said side margin is 
formed from said topsheet and said backsheet. 

9. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim lWherein said retention 
portion has opposite lateral side edges, and wherein side margin extends laterally outboard from 
one of said side edges of said retention portion. 



10. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherei\said side margin 
comprises a longitudinally extending elastic element. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The absorbent garment oLjflaim 1 further comprising a second 
side margin and wherein said side margin comprises a firgj side margin opposite said second side 
margin and wherein said opposite side margins extend i&terally outboard from respective sides of 
the absorbent composite and terminate in opposite fble edges wher e in said sid e margin of said 
absorb e nt composit e comprises opposit e sid e margins extending laterally outboard on e ach sid e 
of said absorbent composite and t e rminating inapposit e fr e e e dges . 

12. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said location is laterally 
spaced a first distance from said free edg*f at a first position and wherein said location is laterally 
spaced a second distance from said fre^edge at a second position, wherein said first distance is 
greater than said second distance an^vherein said first and second positions are longitudinally 
spaced. 

13. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 12 wherein said second position is 
closer to an end of said absorbpnt composite than said first position. 

14. (Previously Presented) An absorbent garment comprising: 

longitudinally spaqld first and second body panels each having a bodyside surface, a 
terminal waist edge and ^terminal crotch edge, said terminal crotch edges of said first and 
second body panels being longitudinally spaced; and 

an absorbent composite having a longitudinally extending length, a laterally extending 
width and longitudinally opposed first and second end regions, said absorbent composite 
comprising a backsheet, a topsheet and a retention portion disposed between said backsheet and 
said topsheet, wherein said first end region of said absorbent composite is connected to said 
bodyside surface ^f said first body panel along at least one longitudinally extending first location 
and wherein said^second end region of said absorbent composite is connected to said bodyside 
surface of said second body panel along at least one longitudinally extending second location, 
wherein said absorbent composite comprises a pair of laterally opposed side margins extending 
laterally outboard from each of said at least one first and second locations and terminating in 
opposite outboard free edges, wherein said side margins are not attached to said first and second 
body panels./ 
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15. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 14 wherein sayl first body panel 
comprises a first pair of side body panels and wherein said second bod/ panel comprises a 
second pair of side body panels, wherein each of said side body pandl comprises an outboard 
terminal edge and an inboard terminal edge, wherein said inboard terminal edge is connected to 
said absorbent composite. 

16. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of^aim 14 wherein said side margins 
are formed from said backsheet 

17. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garm^ft of claim 14 wherein said side margins 
are, formed from said topsheet. 

18. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment ofiplaim 17 wherein each of said side margins 
comprises a first portion of said topsheet folded o^er a second portion of said topsheet, wherein 
said folded first and second portions form a folded edge defining said free edge of said each of 
said side margins. 




19. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 18 wherein said each of said side 
margins further comprises a portion of sajn backsheet disposed between said first and second 
portions of said topsheet. 



20. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 14 wherein said side margins 
are formed from said topsheet and /aid backsheet. 



U1QS2 



21. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 14 wherein said retention 
portion has opposite lateral siefe edges, and wherein side margins extend laterally outboard from 
said side edges of said retention portion, respectively. 
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22, (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 14 wherein said side margins 
each comprise a longitudinally extending elastic element. 
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23. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 14 wherein each of sjffd side margins 
has a first lateral width at a first position and a second lateral width at a sec^pa position, wherein 
said first and second positions are longitudinally spaced. 

24. (Previously Presented) A method of providing protection against bodily exudates 
with an absorbent garment comprising: 

providing said/absorbent garment comprising first and second body panels each having a 
bodyside surface, a terminal waist edge and a terminal crotch edge, said terminal crotch edges of 
said first and second body panels being longitudinally spaced and defining a space therebetween 
and an absorbent composite having a longitudinally extending length and a laterally extending 
width and comprising a backsheet, a topsheet and a retention portion disposed between said 
backsheet and saM topsheet, wherein said absorbent composite bridges said space between said 
terminal crotch edges and is connected to said bodyside surface of each of said first and second 
body panels along at least one longitudinally extending first and second location respectively, 
wherein said absorbent composite comprises laterally opposed side margins extending laterally 
outboard from at least one of said at least one first and second locations and each of said side 
margins termir ating in a free edge, wherein said side margins are not attached to said respective 
first and second body panels; and 

applying said absorbent garment to a body of a user. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24 wherein at least said side margins of 
said absorbent composite have a bodyside surface and whereiwat least a portion of said bodyside 
surface of said side margins is in contact with the body of th/user. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2& wherein said side margins are formed 
from said backsheet. 
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27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24 wherein said side margins are formed 
from said topsheet. ^ 
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28. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 27 wherein eafih of said side margins comprises a 
first portion of said topsheet folded over a second portion oflsaid topsheet, wherein said folded 
first and second portions form a folded edge defining said fipe edge of said side margin. 

29. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 28 wherein each of said side margins further 
comprises a portion of said backsheet disposed between^aid first and second portions of said 
topsheet. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of cmm 24 wherein said side [margin is] 
margins are formed from said topsheet and said baeksheet. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24 wherein said retention portion has 
opposite lateral side edges, and wherein side njtargins extend laterally outboard from said side 
edges of said retention portion, respectively. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24 wherein said side margins each 

/ 

comprise a longitudinally extending elastic element. 

/ 

33. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 1 wherein said absorbent composite 
comprises an end region overlapping/said body panel, and wherein said side margin extends 
along only a portion of said end regfon of said absorbent composite overlapping said body panel. 

34. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 10 wherein said elastic 

I 

element extends along only a portion of said length of said absorbent composite. 



35. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 34 wherein said elastic 
element has a length between about 5% and about 100% of said length of said absorbent 

36. (Withdrawn) T/he absorbent garment of claim 13 wherein said second distance is 
about zero. 
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37. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of clajpi 36 wherein said side margin is tapered 
from said second distance to said first distance between said second and first positions. 

38. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of Jaim 14 wherein said first and second end 
regions overlap said first and second body panels respectively, and wherein said side margins 
extend along only a portion of said first and seconi end regions of said absorbent composite 
overlapping said first and second body panels respectively. 

39. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 14 wherein each of said first and 
second end regions comprise opposite corners! and wherein at least said opposite corners of said 
first and second end regions are connected tc/said first and second body panels respectively. 



40. (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 22 wherein each of said 
elastic elements extends along only a portion of said length of said absorbent composite. 



41 . (Previously Presented) The absorbent garment of claim 40 wherein each of said 
elastic elements has a length betwe^i about 5% and about 100% of said length of said absorbent 
composite. 



42. (Withdrawn) The absorbent garment of claim 23 wherein said second lateral width is 
about zero at said second posit/on. 



43. (Currently Amended) The method absorb e nt garm e nt of claim 24 wherein said 

// 

absorbent composite comprises an end region overlapping said body panel, and wherein said side 

if 

margins extend along onjy a portion of said end region of said absorbent composite overlapping 
said body panel. 



44. (Currently Amended) The method absorbent garment of claim 32 wherein each of 
said elastic elements^extends along only a portion of said length of said absorbent composite. 
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45. (Currently Amended) The method absorbent garm e nt of claim 44 wherein each of 
said elastic elements has a length between about ^/o and about 100% of said length of said 
absorbent composite. 

46. (Currently Amended) The mejjnod absorbent garment of claim 24 wherein said 
absorbent composite comprises at least^Tpair of opposite corners connected to said bodyside 
surface of said body panel. 
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